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PEECH LIMIITATIONS ABROAD

hen speech
s strangled

t’s no secret that the First Amendment’s free-
speech guarantees are among this country’s
great blessings — and that residents in many
ther countries are not nearly s¢ fortunate.

We noted here in 2008, for example, that Ger-
1any’s constitution — calied the Basic Law — says
peech is subject to restriction if it insults what
ne scholar summed up as an individual's “personal
onor.” Under the German constitution, there isa
ierarchy of rights, with the top spot being occapied
y respect for a person's dignity.

Similarly, the national constitution in Canada as
+2ll as the British Human Rights Act of 1998 explic-
1y invite judges to balance speech rights against
ther societal interests, regardless of whether such
iterests are specified in law.

Mo, in most countries you'll be hard pressed to find
3 clear and as strong a call for speech rights as the
"S. Supreme Court commendabiy delivered in 1572,
sasserted: “Government has no power to restrict
xpression becanse of its message, its ideas, its sub-
et matter or its content.”

That ruling involved a morally troubling case: The
zquest by nec-Nazis to march and shout their anti-
emitic insults in Skokig, Il home to many survi-
ors of the Helocaust. Even those presning fascist
-annabes, the court said in its sober-minded rufing,
ad the right under the Constitution  give expres-
ion to their political lunacy and vile rhetoric.

e mention this as background to an article last
reek In the Wall Sireet Journal on developmments
1 Turkey. There, the prime minister, Recep Tayyip
rdogan, has indulged in an incredible string of law-
uits intended to stifle political criticism and satire
1at in this country ne one would think of suing aver.

As the article explained: “The alleged offenders
iclude a student theater troupe that does skits wear-
1g long black hippie wigs; unemployed siblings who
osted a song about Mr. Erdogan on the Internet; and
British teacher-cum-anti-Iraq war-activisi-cum-
srtune teller, who made a cellage showing Mr. Erdo-
an's head on a dog.”

In court, the prime minister’s attorney actually ar-
ued that the student-satirists were subject to legal
gnalty because in their skit they beoed the prime
itnister and called him “a street vendor.”

The man who depicted the prime minister’s head
n a dog, the Wall Street Journal reported, “was sen-
:nced not to make pictures of Mr. Erdegan for five
ears, or face jail time. Having spent three daysina
1il cell with twe accused murderers after his arrest
1 the case, he decided not te go back. But he lost his
sh and now makes a living telling fortunes.”

The brother and sister who mocked the prime
rinister through song were unemployed at the time
nd used the tune to criticize the government for the
ountry's economic woes, Their song initialty drew
huge spate of video downioads, but then the prime
rnister sued and the siblings were each sentenced,
1credibly, to 10 months in jail. They are appealing
1€ sentence.

In this country, it's true that many Americans put
o restrictions on hew venormous the language or
ow outlandish the claims they hurl against political
gures they detest. The constant anger-fest can be
rearying. Still, we can take pride that we live in a
aciety that encourages and safeguards robust politi-
al debate, even to the point that national political
gures are routinely mocked without fear of legal
stribution against the critics.

Not so, unfortunately, in Turkey. But there’s one
reat irony. Erdogan, the thin-skinned Turkish prime
linister, puts few limits on his own rhetoric. He has
zferred to the main opposition leader as “a walking
e machine” as well as “shameless, immoral and low-
own.”

In response, the opposition leader says that — yes,
su guessed it: He plans fo sue.
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Girasping the complexity of flood

My compliments to World-Herald staff
writer Nancy Gaarder for her June 5 cover-
age of the Missouri River floeding,

The piece offered a lucid explanation of
the complexity of the snow and water ac-
cumutaticn this year and why modeling as
late as May i did not predict the extent of
the water load. The long pictorial presenta-
tion of the Missouri littoral in Nebraska,
accompanied by food and levee overlays,
shows why pictures and words on paper still
serve us well.

I question the insuiting language of the
twe people who Hve in an RV park just
below the face of Gavins Point Dam. Who is
someone whe lives in such a location to ac-
cuse others of poor managemeni?

I think the U.S, Army Corps of Engineers
does better than we could expect it to, given
the constant interference from state govern-
ments and Congress in werking cut cohereni
policy.

.M. Davies, Omaha

Law conld atiract illegal aliens

The people who benefit from a Nebraska
provision to grant resident college tuition
to the children of illegal aliens aren’t really
children at all. Instead, they are young
adults who themselves are illegal aliens.

The Nebraska law granting that benefit
doesn't require that they graduate from
a Nebraska high school — only that they
have attended a Nebraska high school and
secured a GED eertificate while living in
Nebrasla,

Many are in this country illegally because
there are no provisions in the federal immi-
gration law far which they gualify to apply
foy legal imrnigration status. The other
provisions — like having lived in Nebraska
for three years and applying for legal im-
migration status when possible — are really
meaningless, since iilegal aliens often lie
aboput their true ideotities and where they
have lived,

While the number of illegal immigrants
taking part in Nebraska’s prograrg is small
now, that may not always be the case. If
mora illegal immigrants relocated here from
the southwestern part of the country, those
numbers could ceriainly grow.

TFem Hammond, Omaha

Prefer snolie-fres rental units

A June 7 fire at Shadow Ridge Apartments
in La Vista was preventable. Smoking mate-
rials were to blame for displacing residents
of 33 u:rljts. A smoke-free policy can help to
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our precious unborn children to live. Killing
inmocent human Hves is not the answer that
is “blosvin' in the wind.”

Sue Casart, Bellevue

Oilis already in envirenment

When we think of all the oil products that
have been leaking over the past century
from cars, tricks, farm equipment and
rail equipment and the ¢il and grease from
outboard motors that washed into lakes and
rivers, how can some people get so upset
about the possibility of an vil leak in a highly
monitored pipeline?

The same people whe are so concerned
about the pipeline are driving their vehicles
on black-top roads. Ongoing maintenance of
these roads requires gravel and oil treat
menis for yvears.

Do-goeders should study before shecting
their mouths off about scmething they know
Httle about.

MNerman L. Schroeder, Omaha

Bave aguifer for state’s Iuture

After reading letters about the proposed
TransCanada Keystone X1, pipeline, I've
made calls to senators, representatives,
state legislators and the State Department,
and nothing seems to be settled on the pipe-
line route through Nebraska.

1 was born in the Sand Hills near Fwing,
Neb. With the Ogallala Aquifer furnishing
clean, abundant water, I can’t imagine why
anyone would allow an oil pipeline anywhere
naar the Sand Bills

written to an cil company. In fact, it's just
the opposite. 01} companies continually
write checks to the government in royalties
and taxes. Tax credits are not the same as
government subsidies, and oi! and gas com-
panies probably receive the least amount of
tax credits of any other industry.
My observations are based on 40 years of
experience in the vil and gas industry.
Bruce F. Evertson, Kimball, Ne
President/CEQ, Evertson Co
(largest oil producer in Nebrask:

Palestinians algo Hod’s people

A June & Iefter on Israel was disturbing,
albeit hardly surprising. Many Christians
are so busy seeing Jews as God's people
that they severely distort the history of the
Israel-Palestine confiiet.

In 1947, Palestinians made up two-thirds
of the population of Palestine. In 1948, the
State of Istael was established. During the
Arab-Israeli war that followed, approxi-
mately 780,000 of the pre-1948 Palestinian
population fied or were expelled, forced to
beceme refugees in the neighboring Arab
states. Of the 150,000 Palestinians who
remalned in the new state, about one-fourth
were displaced from their homes as the
israch army destroyed 400 Arab villages.

Palestinians were transformed from am
Jjority to & minority in an exclusively Jewisi
state. Their leadership, as well as their pro-
fessional and middle classes, were refused
the right to return and were compelled to
live cutside of the state.

Three years ago, [ had the opportunity to
visit Israel/Palestine with a group of Chris-
tian clergy. We met with Christian, Jewish
and Muslim groups working to find a peace
ful solution to this ongoing conflict.

Palestinians are God’s people, too. They
are entitled to security, their own land - as
was the original mandate in 1948 — and a
place at the table, rather than under the het
of the Jewish state. Isn't it Hme?

The Rev. Mary Feron Dy«
Glenwood, Tow

Hobody believed Weiner denial

U.8. Rep. Anthony Weiner, D-N.Y, is a
great example of these times, when politi-
cians are moyre likely than others to have
extramarital affairs. While trying to send
a photograph of himself to a woman, he ac-
cidentally sent it to everyone in his Twitter
account.

At fivst, he played the denial role, which
dida't work. 5o, he finally came out and
admitted to sending the picture but said tha
it was only as a joke. Who was he kidding?




We noted here in 2008, for example, that Ger-
many's constitution — called the Basic Law — says
speech is subject to restriction if it insults what
one scholar summed up as an individual’s “personal
honor.” Under the German constitution, there isa
hierarchy of rights, with the top spot being occupied
by respect for a person's dignity.

Similarly, the national constitution in Canada as
well as the British Human Rights Act of 1998 explic-
itly invite judges to balance speech rights against
other societal interests, regardless of whether such
interests are specified in law.

No, in most countries you'll be hard pressed to find
as clear and as strong a call for speech rights as the
U.S. Supreme Court commendably delivered in 1972.
It asserted: “Government has no power to restrict
expression because of its message, its ideas, its sub-
ject matter or its content.”

That ruling involved a morally troubling case: The
request by neo-Nazis to march and shout their anti-
Semitic insults in Skokig, I1l., home to many survi-
vors of the Holocaust. Even those preening fascist
wannabes, the court said in its sober-minded ruling,
had the right under the Constitution to give expres-
sion to their political lunacy and vile rhetoric.

We mention this as background to an article last
weel in the Wall Street Journal on developments
in Turkey. There, the prime minister, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, has indulged in an incredible string of law-
suits intended to stifle political criticism and satire
that in this country no one would think of suing over.

As the article explained: “The alleged offenders
include a student theater troupe that does skits wear-
ing long black hippie wigs; unemployed siblings who
posted a song about Mr. Erdogan on the Internet; and
a British teacher-cum-anti-Iraq war-activist-cum-
fortune teller, who made a collage showing Mr. Erdo-
gan's head on a dog.”

In court, the prime minister’s attorney actually ar-
gued that the student-safirists were subject to legal
penalty because in their skit they booed the prime
minister and called him “a street vendor.”

The man who depicted the prime minister’s head
on a dog, the Wall Street Journal reported, “was sen-
tenced not to make pictures of Mr. Erdogan for five
years, or face jail time. Having spent three days in a
Jjail cell with two accused murderers after his arrest
in the case, he decided not to go back. But he lost his
job and now makes a living telling fortunes.”

The brother and sister who mocked the prime
minister through song were unemployed at the time
and used the tune to criticize the government for the
country’s economic woes. Their song initially drew
a huge spate of video downloads, but then the prime
minister sued and the siblings were each sentenced,
incredibly, to 10 months in jail. They are appealing
the sentence.

In this country, it's true that many Americans put
no restrictions on how venomous the language or
how outlandish the claims they hurl against political
figures they detest. The constant anger-fest can be
wearying. Still, we can take pride that we live in a
society that encourages and safeguards robust politi-
cal debate, even to the point that national political
figures are routinely mocked without fear of legal
retribution against the critics.

Not so, unfortunately, in Turkey. But there’s one
great irony. Erdogan, the thin-skinned Turkish prime
minister, puts few limits on his own rhetoric. He has
referred to the main opposition leader as “a walking
lie machine” as well as “shameless, immoral and low-
down.”

In response, the opposition leader says t wag,
you guessed it: He plans to sue. i

FURTHERMORE

Is it really that difficult to drive responsibly in
Omaha? For a large portion of motorists, the answer
certainly appears to be “yes,” judging from the she-
nanigans one sees on city streets. So, kudos to the
Omabha police officers who carried out the two-week
“Click It or Ticket” campaign that started on May
23, The effort not only resulted in 176 tickets for not
properly buckling up (really, there's no excuse), but
police also reported 919 incidents of speeding, 58
license violations, 132 problems with registration or
insurance, 35 moving violations, one case of negli-
gent or reckless driving, four drug violations, three
warrants cleared and six other felonies or misde-
meanors. That’ll teach 'em.

It’s been clear for a long time, of course, but the
federal government doesn't operate like state gov-
ernments. U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin, who until recently
was governor of West Virginia, underscored that
point the other day in expressing frustration that the
Senate still hasn't produced a budget plan, Said Man-
chin: “In the states, you can’t do this in the states —
you've got to move.” That's right, but this is just one
of the many indulgences that Washington has gotten
used to over the decades. Nonetheless, given the
long-term fiscal pressures that lie ahead, Washington

ribun-e
6-10- 11

o

Blizerr Sanlisasthi

THE PUBLIC PULSE

Grasping the complexzity of flood

My compliments to World-Herald staff
writer Nancy Gaarder for her June 5 cover-
age of the Missouri River flooding.

The piece offered a lucid explanation of
the complexity of the snow and water ac-
cumulation this year and why modeling as
late as May 1 did not predict the extent of
the water load. The long pictorial presenta-
tion of the Missouri littoral in Nebraska,
accompanied by flood and levee overlays,
shows why pictures and words on paper still
serve us well.

I question the insulting language of the
twe people who live in an RV park just
below the face of Gavins Point Dam. Who is
someone who lives in such a location to ac-
cuse others of poor management?

I think the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
does better than we could expect it to, given
the constant interference from state govern-
ments and Congress in working out coherent
policy.

K.M. Davies, Omaha

Law could attract illegal aliens

The people who benefit from a Nebraska
provision to grant resident college tuition
to the children of illegal aliens aren’t really
children at all. Instead, they are young
adults who themselves are illegal aliens.

The Nebraska law granting that benefit
doesn'’t require that they graduate from
a Nebraska high school — only that they
have attended a Nebraska high school and
secured a GED certificate while living in
Nebraslka.

Many are in this country illegally because
there are no provisions in the federal immi-
gration law for which they qualify to apply
for legal immigration status. The other
provisions — like having lived in Nebraska
for three years and applying for legal im-
migration status when possible — are really
meaningless, since illegal aliens often lie
about their true identities and where they
have lived.

While the number of illegal immigrants
taking part in Nebraska’s program is small
now, that may not always be the case. If
more illegal immigrants relocated here from
the southwestern part of the country, those
numbers could certainly grow.

Tom Hammond, Omaha

Prefer smoke-iree rental units

A June 7 fire at Shadow Ridge Apartments
in La Vista was preventable. Smoldng mate-
rials were to blame for displacing residents
of 33 units. A smoke-free policy can help to
minimize the risk of smolking-related fires.

Surveys indicate that 70 percent of people
seeking rental housing in the metropolitan
Omaha area prefer smoke-free buildings.

A growing number of property owners and
property management companies have
realized this and implemented smoke-free
policies.

Not only are smoke-free buildings attract-
ing more potential tenants, but they also are
adding benefits to the owners’ bottom line
while protecting the health and well-being
of their tenants from the dangers of fire and
exposure to secondhand smoke.

Mary Crosby, Omaha
Tobacco prevention specialist
PRIDE-Omaha Inc.

Respect life, don’t destroy it

A June 6 news story on nonsurgical abor-
tions reminded me of a lyric from the popu-
lar Bob Dylan song, “Blowin’ in the Wind":
"How many deaths will it take till he knows
that too many people have died?"

Well, I don't believe the answer is “blowin’
in the wind.” Moral physicians, biologists
and fetologists have part of the answer.

Life begins at conception and is a con-
tinuum. Each human being is to be respected
and nurtured, not destroyed. Abortion is
immoral. Abortion goes against natural law
and divine law.
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our precious unborn children to live. Killing
innocent human lives is not the answer that
is “blowin’ in the wind.”

Sue Casart, Bellevue

Qilis already in environment

When we think of all the oil products that
have been leaking over the past century
from cars, trucks, farm equipment and
rail equipment and the oil and grease from
outboard motors that washed into lakes and
rivers, how can some people get so upset
about the possibility of an oil leak in a highly
monitored pipeline?

The same people who are so concerned
about the pipeline are driving their vehicles
on black-top roads. Ongoing maintenance of
these roads requires gravel and oil treat-
ments for years.

Do-gooders should study before shooting
their mouths off about something they know
little about.

Norman L. Schroeder, Omaha

Save aguifer for state’s future

After reading letters about the proposed
TransCanada Keystone XL pipeline, I've
made calls to senators, representatives,
state legislators and the State Department,
and nothing seems to be setiled on the pipe-
line route through Nebraska.

I was born in the Sand Hills near Ewing,
Neb. With the Ogallala Aquifer furnishing
clean, abundant water, I can’t imagine why
anyone would allow an oil pipeline anywhere
near the Sand Hills,

What becomes of ‘the sand, tar and sol-
vents in crude oil after a refining process?
Why are owners of this pipeline so adamant
about getting it through? Couldn’t an oil
refinery be built in Canada? Trucks and
railroads often haul refined fuel across the
country.

After hearing about oil leaks on the exist-
ing pipeline and pumping stations, I believe
common sense tells us that the pipeline
should be re-routed away from the Sand
Hills or abandoned altogether. Keep our
Ogallala Aquifer water supply intact for
future generations.

Stan Shavlik, Linwood, Neb.

Never seen a subsidy to oil firms

I object to the rhetoric about government
subsidies to oil companies. A subsidyisa
direct check from the government. In the oil
and gas industry, there’s no such thing.

The only energy companies that receive
subsidies are green-energy companies
that promote solar power, wind power and
biofuels.

Businesses in every type of industry, from
agriculture to construction, are allowed to
tale advantage of tax breaks by deducting
many of their operating expenses. But when
oil and gas companies write off expenses,
it's suddenly called a subsidy.

written to an oil company. In fact, it’s ju
the opposite. Oil companies continually
write checks to the government in roya
and taxes, Tax credits are not the same
government subsidies, and oil and gas ¢
panies probably receive the least amow
tax credits of any other industry.
My observations are based on 40 yea
experience in the oil and gas industry.
Bruce F. Evertson, Kimball,
President/CEQ, Evertsor
(largest oil producer in Nebr

Palestinians also God’s peop

A June 9 letter on Israel was disturbi
albeit hardly surprising. Many Christiai
are 50 busy seeing Jews as God's people
that they severely distort the history of
Israel-Palestine conflict.

In 1947, Palestinians made up two-thi
of the population of Palestine. In 1948, t
State of Israel was established. During !
Arab-TIsraeli war that followed, approx-
mately 780,000 of the pre-1948 Palestini
population fled or were expelled, forced
become refugees in the neighboring Ari
states. Of the 150,000 Palestinians who
remained in the new state, about one-for
were displaced from their homes as the
Israeli army destroyed 400 Arab village

Palestinians were transformed from
jority to a minority in an exclusively Je
state. Their leadership, as well as their:
fessional and middle classes, were refu:
the right to return and were compelled
live outside of the state.

Three years ago, I had the opportunit
visit Isracl/Palestine with a group of Ch
Han clergy. We met with Christian, Jewi
and Muslim groups working to find a pe
ful solution to this ongoing conflict.

Palestinians are God's people, too. Th
are entitled to security, their own land -
was the original mandate in 1948 — and
place at the table, rather than under the
of the Jewish state. Isn't it ime?

The Rev. Mary Heron
Glenwood,

Wobody believed Weiner deni

U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner, D-N.Y., is z
great example of these times, when poli
cians are more likely than others to hav:
extramarital affairs. While trying to ser
a photograph of himself to a woman, he
cidentally sent it to everyone in his Twit
account.

At first, he played the denial role, whi
didn’t work. So, he finally came out and
admitted to sending the picture but said
it was only as a joke. Who was he kiddin
This is the wrong approach. Tiger Wood
and Arnold Schwarzenegger eventually
admitted to their marital wrongdoings,

Many people are mad at Weiner not fc
wanting to have an affair but because h
wouldn't admit to it. Nobody was fooled.

Caleb Owens, Council I

Nothing new in today’s scand

Since biblical times, men have lusted
women, as has been reported about Rep
Anthony Weiner.

In modern times, many hot-blooded o}
men see their wives as mothers, not as s
symbols. I was surprised when sex ther:
Dr. Ruth Westheimer, who is my age (ne
83), was still advocating sex for older pe
ple. That's too modern for me — a Latvi:
immigrant to the United States in 1950.

As I observe life's absurdities going o.
around me, I realize that it's nothing ney
Nebraska author Willa Cather observed,
same human stories repeat themselves ¢
and over, as if they never happened befc

Elza Ulpis, On

Some street work is never do

The Metropolitan Utilities District set
to have been digging holes in the road s¢
of 60th and Center Streets for 50 years. .
hone it finds what it's Innking far snon




